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Learning Activity 6 & 7

a) From Chapter 6, list at least five issues that people who write polling questions have to consider (for example, acquiescence bias). For each issue you list, analyze whether the Buzzfeed questions are susceptible to this issue. Why or why not?

	Five Issues with writing survey Questions
	Briefly define each issue and indicate if the buzzfeed questions are demonstrating that issue.

	There should be no underlying assumptions. 
	Buzzfeed questions assumed people consumed at least ate something. 

	Survey questions should give room for to express their opinion. 
	Buzzfeed gave forced-choice questions that gave no room to the respondents to express their opinion on each issue. 

	Survey questions should have proper wording. 
	The questions were worded using a clear language that was easy to understand. 

	The questions asked should be consistent with the survey. 
	The questions showed consistency and alignment with the survey. 

	There should be a variety of survey formats. 
	There were varying survey formats. 



Learning Activity 7
a) About how many people appeared to participate in the Buzzfeed poll? 
An estimated 311,400 people participated in the survey, assuming they voted once and they also voted on other survey questions. 
b) What kind of sampling do you think they used in this Buzzfeed poll? Explain your answer. 
Simple random sampling was used because it gave everyone participating in the survey an equal chance of being selected. 
c) Can we generalize from this poll to our population of interest (Do we know what our population of interest is?) Why or why not?
We cannot generalize the results from the poll to the target audience because maybe those who participated just gave an opinion rather than the fact, thus the result will suffer from unrealistic assumptions. 
d) Imagine that you work in the food business. Your boss shows you this Buzzfeed poll (“it’s free marketing data!” she says) and suggests that perhaps your business should invest in selling a new line of queso—after all, people like it a lot and it’s probably going to be a growing industry. Make at least two points—connected to things you’ve learned in Chapters 6 and 7 (and probably hinted at in your answers above) that you can use to respond to your boss. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]One of the points to note is that the survey was collected online and there are issues that would affect validity of the data. 
· The online survey might have issues revolving around design of the survey, which may not be suitable for collecting reliable data. 
